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Molly needs to borrow or rent a baby. Fast.It's Christmastime and baby-tending time. Rachel

will practice with her cousin Rhonda. Mary Beth has a little sister to take care of. And Sonny's

hit the jackpot! He has two new babies to feed and burp--but he won't share them with

Molly.Rat's knees! Molly has no one. Will this be the first badge Molly misses?
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CHAPTER 1Sonny’s News“Pee Wee, Pee Wee Scouts!” sang the Pee Wee Scouts. It

was the last line of their Scout song. The Tuesday meeting for Troop 23 was over.“Next week I’ll

have some news for you!” called their leader, Mrs. Peters. “News about a new badge we’ll all

earn. And news about Christmas and Hanukkah.”“I wonder what badge we get next,” said Molly

Duff to her best friend, Mary Beth Kelly, on the way home.“Maybe it’s a Christmas badge,” said

Mary Beth. “Or a winter badge. We could shovel sidewalks or something.”Shoveling sidewalks

didn’t sound like a fun thing to do to earn a badge. Molly hoped it would be a more fun badge

than that.“Maybe it will be a Christmas-shopping badge,” said Molly. “Or a decorating-the-tree

badge!”Snow was beginning to fall. The sidewalks were getting slippery. It was easy to think

about the holidays when it was snowing.Roger White came sliding up behind the girls. He slid

right into them and fell to the ground.“Hey, I know what badge we’re going to get,” he

said.Roger must have been listening, thought Molly. How would he know, anyway? Mrs. Peters

hadn’t told anyone yet.“The wrestling badge,” he said. “We all have to wrestle each

other.”Roger lay on the ground pretending to be a wrestler.“I’m not going to wrestle!” said Mary

Beth. “No one can make me.”“There’s no such thing as a wrestling badge,” said Molly, giving

Roger a kick with the toe of her snowboot. “Quit making things up, Roger.”Molly didn’t think

there was a wrestling badge. But maybe Roger wasn’t kidding. Maybe Mrs. Peters did have

wrestling badges.“After that we get a judo badge,” Roger went on. “We get black belts so we



can defend ourselves.”“I’m quitting Pee Wee Scouts,” said Mary Beth. “I don’t like that rough

stuff.”“Don’t believe him,” said Molly. “He’s making it all up.”Roger yelled, “Hi yah! Crash!” and

pretended to break a tree branch across his knee.“Hey, you guys, wait for me!” called Sonny

Stone.Sonny’s last name used to be Betz. His mother used to be Mrs. Betz, the assistant Scout

leader. But last year she married the fire chief, Larry Stone, and Sonny had a new father. So

Sonny had a new name to match the fire chief’s.“You know what?” asked Sonny, all out of

breath from running. “My mom’s going to get a baby!”“She already has a baby,” said Roger.

“You’re her baby.”“She really is,” said Sonny.“I don’t believe you,” said Mary Beth. “Why didn’t

you tell us at Pee Wee Scouts?”“Because it’s a secret,” said Sonny.Molly didn’t think Sonny

would lie. Sonny was a baby, Roger was right. He still had training wheels on his bike. But he

wasn’t a liar.“Hey, is the stork bringing it?” Roger laughed.“Of course not,” said Sonny. “I know

the stork doesn’t bring babies.”“I’ll bet he thinks the doctor brings them in a black bag,”

whispered Mary Beth to Molly, giggling.“I know where babies come from,” said Sonny. “They

come out of the sky. A plane brings them.”“Ho, ho, ho!” Roger chortled. “A plane’s as dumb as a

stork!”“Babies grow in their mother’s stomach,” whispered Molly to Sonny. She hated it when

people laughed at Sonny. Why didn’t his parents tell him these things?But Sonny shook his

head. “They do not. They come from the sky. My mom told me.”Molly groaned. Could it be

possible that Mrs. Stone didn’t know herself where babies came from? She must. She had

Sonny. And Sonny couldn’t have come out of the sky on a plane.“A big jet,” Sonny was

saying.“Sure, sure,” said Roger. “And he’ll wear a seat belt and watch the movie on the

way.”Roger turned the corner to his house, laughing.Sonny turned at the next street. “Just wait

and see,” he called to them.“He’s never going to grow up,” said Mary Beth. “I thought he’d be

different once he had a dad. But he’s still a mama’s boy.”“See you in the morning,” said Molly

when they came to her house.Mary Beth waved.The next morning Molly got to school early.

She waited for Mrs. Stone to drop Sonny off at the door as she always did.“She doesn’t look

like she’s going to have a baby,” said Molly to Mary Beth later. “She isn’t fat at all.”“Maybe she

isn’t having it for a long time,” said Mary Beth.At recess Sonny said, “My mom is getting the

baby before Christmas.”“He is lying,” said Mary Beth. “His mom isn’t fat enough to have a baby

by Christmas. My mom was out to here when she had babies.”Mary Beth showed Molly with

her arms how far out her mom’s stomach had come.The next Tuesday at the Pee Wee Scout

meeting, Sonny’s mother was there to help. Her stomach was still flat as a pancake.“I have

loads of good news today,” said Mrs. Peters to her troop. “My first good news is that Sonny’s

mother is expecting a baby by Christmas. In fact, she is expecting two babies, twins! Sonny is

going to have a little brother and sister!”The Scouts looked stunned.“By Christmas?” asked

Rachel Meyers. “Is she sure?”“Twins?” said Patty and Kenny Baker together. They were the

only twins whom Molly knew.Mrs. Peters looked at the puzzled Scouts. Mrs. Stone was pink

and beaming.
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